§3255.14

§3255.14 How will BLM administer in-
formation concerning other Indian
minerals?

For information concerning Indian
minerals not covered by §3255.13, BLM
will withhold such records as may be
withheld under an exemption to the
FOIA when it receives a request for in-
formation related to tribal or Indian
minerals held in trust or subject to re-
strictions on alienation.

§3255.15 When will BLM consult with
Indian mineral owners when infor-
mation concerning their minerals is
the subject of a FOIA request?

(a) We use the standards and proce-
dures of §2.15(d) of this title before
making a decision about the applica-
bility of FOIA exemption 4 to informa-
tion obtained from a person outside the
United States Government.

(b) BLM will notify the Indian min-
eral owner(s) identified in the records
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA),
and BIA, and give them a reasonable
period of time to state objections to
disclosure. BLM will issue this notice
following consultation with a sub-
mitter under §2.15(d) of this title if:

(1) BLM determines that the sub-
mitter does not have an interest in
withholding the records that can be
protected under FOIA; and

(2) BLM has reason to believe that
disclosure of the information may re-
sult in commercial or financial injury
to the Indian mineral owner(s), but is
uncertain that such is the case.

Subpart 3256—Exploration
Operations Relief and Appeals

§3256.10 How do I request a variance
from BLM requirements that apply
to my exploration operations?

(@) You may submit a request for a
variance for your exploration oper-
ations from any requirement in §3200.4.
Your request must include enough in-
formation to explain:

(1) Why you cannot comply with the
regulatory requirement; and

(2) Why you need the variance to con-
trol your well, conserve natural re-
sources, or protect public health and
safety, property, or the environment.

(b) BLM may approve your request
orally or in writing. If we give you an
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oral approval, we will follow up with
written confirmation.

§3256.11 How may I appeal a BLM de-
cision regarding my exploration op-
erations?

You may appeal a BLM decision re-
garding your exploration operations in

accordance with §3200.5.

Subpart 3260—Geothermal Drilling
Operations—General

§3260.10 What types of geothermal
drilling operations are covered by
these regulations?

(a) The regulations in subparts 3260
through 3267 establish permitting and
operating procedures for drilling wells
and conducting related activities for
the purposes of performing flow tests,
producing geothermal fluids, or inject-
ing fluids into a geothermal reservoir.
These subparts also address redrilling,
deepening, plugging back, and other
subsequent well operations.

(b) The operations regulations in sub-
parts 3260 through 3267 do not address
conducting exploration operations,
which are covered in subpart 3250, or
geothermal resources utilization,
which is covered in subpart 3270.

§3260.11 What general standards
apply to my drilling operations?

Your drilling operations must:

(a) Meet all environmental and oper-
ational standards;

(b) Prevent unnecessary impacts on
surface and subsurface resources;

(c) Conserve geothermal resources
and minimize waste;

(d) Protect public health, safety, and
property; and

(e) Comply with the requirements of
§3200.4.

§3260.12 What other orders or instruc-
tions may BLM issue?

BLM may issue:

(a) Geothermal resource operational
orders for detailed requirements that
apply nationwide;

(b) Notices to Lessees for detailed re-
quirements on a statewide or regional
basis;

(c) Other orders and instructions spe-
cific to a field or area;
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